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Mitchell College is a transformative and inclusive learning community. 
We create a radically supportive, empowering environment where each individual’s growth is nurtured and celebrated.

Nursing 201
Semester: Fall, 2026

Course Number: NR201  

Course Title: Fundamental Knowledge and Scholarship for the Nursing Discipline

Credits: 2.0 

Ability Based Education (ABE) Dominant Ability to be Assessed: 1: Analysis and Problem Solving  

Instructor: Dr. Christine Bartlett, Director of Nursing						

Office Hours: By Appointment					

Office Location: Bingham Hall (BH-112A)

Contact Information:			
Phone: (860) 701-7765		 	  	
E-mail Address: Bartlett_C@mitchell.edu		

Class days, time, and room:			

Catalog Course Description: This course introduces the student to the role of the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)-prepared nurse, which includes nursing theory, history, and current variables which impact the nursing profession.			
Prerequisites: Admission to the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) program at Mitchell College
				
Required Course Texts: 
Taylor, C. R., Lynn, P., & Bartlett, J. (2023). In J. Joyce, J. M. Vitale, & R. Horvath (Eds.), Fundamentals of
     nursing: The art and science of person-centered care (10th ed.). Wolters Kluwer. 

Print and electronic editions of this text will be acceptable and may be purchased through the eFollett online bookstore.

Other Required Materials: 
Nursing bag/lab kit which includes a blood pressure (BP) cuff, stethoscope, pen light, bandage scissors, and a reflex hammer
Watch with a second hand
Scientific calculator
A personal computer with Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Excel

Other Required Readings: Other readings accessed online and in Moodle as assigned	
	
General College Policies

Civility: It is the right of every college student to be educated in an environment that is free of distraction from the educational activities being conducted in the classroom.  To support a student’s right to a distraction-free educational environment, students engaged in any type of disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the classroom and will be counted as absent from the class. 

Communication: Students are required to obtain and use a Mitchell College e-mail account for all departmental and college communications.  All assignments/information will be posted as described by the instructor.  

College Attendance Policy: Mitchell College requires students to attend all classes punctually and to participate actively.  When a student is absent from class it disrupts the learning community.  The faculty will record attendance for all class meetings. The college recognizes that students may occasionally have to miss classes (e.g., sickness, personal matters, or mental health).  Excessive absences, however, will impact learning and a student’s ability to pass a course.  Course-specific attendance policies as defined by each instructor are outlined in course syllabi.  It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the attendance policy in each class.  In the event of an absence, regardless of the reason, students should communicate with the faculty. The student remains responsible for all missed coursework and related materials.

Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act Statement (effective August 2021): Mitchell College complies with the mandates created by the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. In accordance with these laws, Mitchell College is committed to ensuring that no otherwise qualified student, on the basis of their disability, will be denied access to course content, materials, or activities.

A student, who believes they need accommodations, should contact the Office of Accessibility Services at 860-701-5790. Accommodations are not retroactive and cannot be provided by faculty based upon disability until the Letter of Accommodation has been issued by Accessibility Services. Letters of accommodation must be updated each semester. If students have questions or concerns, they should contact the Office of Accessibility Services. More information can be found in the Course Catalog and by visiting the Accessibility Services webpage at www.mitchell.edu/access.

Policy on Academic Honesty: Penalties and procedures regarding academic dishonesty are defined in the Mitchell College Catalog.  Academic dishonesty includes the following but is not limited to: Using the work of another individual, including another student, as one’s own, using non-approved resources during quizzes or exams, submitting the same essay assignment for multiple classes, or the unauthorized use of Artificial Intelligence (AI).  Please refer to the college catalog for the procedure required when an instructor has evidence of academic dishonesty. 
  
Individual instructors are free to set their own policies concerning the use of generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools in their courses. In the absence of such a policy, the use of AI may be considered a form of academic dishonesty.

As described in the Mitchell College policy manual, “students at Mitchell College are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic conduct.”  By enrolling in this course, students agree that they understand and swear to adhere to those rules.  Failure to adhere to these rules will affect a student’s grades. Cheating and/or plagiarism on any assessment will result in a score of zero for that assignment, and the incident will be reported to the Office of Academic Affairs. Cheating on the final exam will result in course failure.

Policy on Intellectual Property: Material created for ordinary teaching (in-person, hybrid/blended, or remote) use in the classroom and in department programs, such as syllabi, assignments, and tests, shall remain the property of the faculty creator unless otherwise denoted. Unauthorized distribution and uploading of course materials to external platforms is not permitted.

Grading Scale: The final course grade will be based on the grading system delineated below.

A+  	100-97		C	76-74
A   	96-94		C-	73-70
A-  	93-90		D+	69-67
B+  	89-87		D	66-64
B  	86-84		D-	63-60
B-  	83-80		F	59-0
C+  	79-77		

Ability Based Education (ABE): ABE partners the intellectual abilities cultivated by the liberal arts and sciences with the professional skills and personal development required to compete in the global economy. As students’ progress through their programs of study, they will collect evidence (e.g., papers, videos, presentations, projects, etc.) that document their level of mastery. There are three levels of mastery:

1. Developing
2. Competent
3. Distinguished

Students must achieve at least Level 2, or competent, in 5 of 7 abilities. The seven abilities to be assessed prior to graduation from Mitchell College are: 

1. Analysis and Problem Solving 
2. Communication
3. Critical & Creative Thinking
4. Diversity and Global Perspectives
5. Information and Communication Technology Literacy (ICT Literacy)
6. Social Interaction
7. Values, Ethics & Social Responsibility


Nursing Departmental Policies

Nursing Department Attendance Policy: Attendance for nursing classes is mandatory, and the nursing instructors take attendance in every class, clinical, and lab. It is expected that students attend every class, clinical, and lab prepared and on time and stay for the entire period. If a student must miss class, clinical, or lab for any reason, they must make provisions with the instructor in advance. It is the student’s responsibility to gain access to all class material covered during the absence. Missing class, clinical, or lab for any unexcused reason will result in a direct impact on a student’s final grade. More than 4 absences will result in a reduction of the final grade by one numerical point for each absence. Seven (7) absences may constitute failure in this course. Tardiness beyond 10 minutes will be considered an absence. Nursing instructors utilize electronic devices to track tardiness and document accordingly. Legitimate absences, with documentation, will be considered on a case-by-case basis at the discretion of the instructor. 

Mitchell College’s closure due to inclement weather does not count as an absence. If Mitchell College is officially open, and the instructor does not cancel via Moodle, students are expected to be in class, clinical, and/or labs. If a student misses a class, clinical, and/or lab when Mitchell College is officially open because they choose not to drive in inclement weather, it will be counted as an unexcused absence.

Student athletes must notify the instructor at least 1 week in advance of any absences related to athletic events. All absences due to athletic events will be verified with the Athletic Department. In addition, practice or non-competition activities are not an excused reason for missing class, clinical, and/or lab or an examination, project, and/or a homework assignment.

Nursing Department Late Work and Make-Up Policy: It is expected that students submit assignments on time. All deadlines will be posted on Moodle. Most assignments will also be submitted on Moodle. Late assignments will lose 10% per day late and will not be accepted once they are graded and returned to the student, or beyond one week late, whichever comes first. Nursing students who miss class, clinical, or lab must meet with their nursing instructor to determine the most appropriate method for making up missed learning experiences.

Nursing Departmental E-Mail: Nursing students are to communicate with their instructor via Mitchell College’s professional email. No personal email addresses are to be utilized. It is the student’s responsibility to check email frequently. When emailing the instructor, write the name of the course and the number (e.g. Nursing 201) on the email heading. Students are to address nursing instructors by their professional titles.
Nursing Department Coronavirus-19 (COVID-19) Policy: All Mitchell College Covid-related regulations and current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines will be enforced. Please note that these policies are subject to change at any time.
Nursing Department Electronic Device Policy: Personal electronic devices are to be used appropriately for learning related matters. If the instructor asks you to stop using a device, listen to the instructor, and do not use the device. At no time will headphones, iPods, radios, or like devices be allowed in the classroom, clinical sites, and/or labs. Any student found using one of these devices will be asked to leave class. All cell phones must be turned off or on silent mode. Personal texting during class is STRICTLY forbidden and will result in IMMEDIATE dismissal from class. Do not utilize your cell phone unless it is an emergency situation and the instructor is notified. Anyone dismissed from class for breaking the rules associated with electronic devices will be marked absent for the day. No one will be readmitted without meeting with the instructor beforehand.

Nursing Classroom Participation and Etiquette Policy: Classroom decorum during the instructional process is based on mutual respect: Instructor for student, student for instructor, and student for other students. Respect for one another is shown in behavior. This includes listening actively when another person is speaking, as well as staying awake so that you may pay attention and contribute to class. Sleeping, talking inappropriately or doing other work during a lecture or video will result in a zero for the day, which will affect your participation grade for the course. No warning will be issued. 

Nursing Department Grading Policy: Nursing classes will not round grades up and nursing instructors will not offer extra credit with the intent of assisting a student to pass. A minimum grade of a C+ (77) is required to pass all nursing courses, Anatomy and Physiology I and II, Nutrition, Microbiology, and Statistics. A minimum grade of a B (84) is required to pass Biology I and Organic Chemistry.
Course-Specific Information


	Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) and
 End-of-Program Student Learning Outcomes (EPSLOs)
	Activities and/or Assessments to Achieve Course SLOs:

	Demonstrate competency in performing basic skills for individuals with common health alterations 
(EPSLO 2: DEMONSTRATE)
	Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment

	Utilize foundational knowledge of the communication process in providing nursing care for clients across the lifespan 
(EPSLO 4: UTILIZE)
	Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment

	Apply foundational knowledge of the nursing process in providing nursing care for clients across the lifespan
(EPSLO 3: APPLY)

	Exams 1, 2, 3, and 4
Homework Assignments 1-10
Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment

	Utilize critical thinking skills in formulating a plan of care for clients with common health alterations in a variety of settings
(EPSLO 4: UTILIZE)
	Patient Care Plan Assignment
Patient Case Study Assignment

	Utilize a teaching/learning plan for culturally diverse clients with common health alterations in a variety of settings
(EPSLO 3: APPLY)
(EPSLO 4: UTILIZE)
	Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment

	Develop competencies necessary to meet the needs of individuals throughout the lifespan in a safe, legal, and ethical manner using the nursing process
(EPSLO 3: APPLY)
	Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment
Exams 1, 2, 3, and 4
Homework Assignments 1-10

	Utilize relevant technology for client care and documentation
(EPSLO 4: UTILIZE)
(EPSLO 5: INCORPORATE)
	Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment

	Demonstrate professional behaviors associated with nursing
(EPSLO 1: INTEGRATE)
(EPSLO 2: DEMONSTRATE)
	Patient Case Study Assignment
Patient Care Plan Assignment



Course Equipment Requirements: Students must have access to a charged and working laptop computer to complete assignments and follow lectures. A laptop with antivirus software such as Norton is required. In addition, students must be able to navigate Mitchell College’s learning management system (LMS), Moodle. Moodle tutorials and information may be accessed through the campus library. Please check the course Moodle site at least twice daily for information such as assigned readings and due dates.

Course Learning Responsibility: At the collegiate level of education, the responsibility for learning falls on the students. It is the nursing instructor’s responsibility to present the information to students and give them the tools necessary for them to succeed. Students are expected to come to every class prepared. Preparation involves having read all the assigned readings, printed appropriate materials, etc. It is recommended that students ask questions if they do not understand something. The level of responsibility individuals choose to take for their learning will be reflected in the grades they earn. It is the student’s responsibility to seek assistance and attend office hours. 

Important Dates: Please review Mitchell College’s academic calendar for registration, add/drop dates, holidays, and campus events. The academic calendar may be accessed online at https://mitchell.edu/academic-calendar-2026-2027. 	
Important Fall Semester Dates:
August 24                                     Monday                                    First Day of Classes for Fall-Add/Drop Begins
August 31                                     Monday                                    Add/Drop Period Ends at 5:00 p.m.
September 7                                 Monday                                    Labor Day-No Classes
October 12                                   Monday                                    Indigenous Peoples’ Day-Fall Break-No Classes	
October 13                                   Tuesday                                    Fall Break-No Classes
October 14                                   Wednesday                               Mid-term Course Grades Due
November 2                                 Monday                                    Spring 2027 Semester Registration Begins
November 11                               Wednesday                               Veteran’s Day
November 13                               Friday                                        Spring 2027 Semester Registration Ends
November 16                               Monday                                     Last Day to Withdraw from a Class
November 24                               Tuesday                                     Last Day of Classes-Thanksgiving Break
November 25-November 29        Wednesday-Sunday                  Thanksgiving Break-No Classes
December 3                                  Thursday                                   Last Day of Classes Before Final Exams
December 4-6                              Friday-Sunday                          Reading Days
December 7-11                            Monday-Friday                         Final Exam Period Ends
December 15                               Tuesday                                     Final Course Grades Due
      
Weekly Course Outline:

	Week 
	Week Date Range
	Readings
	Assignments
	Exams

	Week 1
	8/23/26-8/29/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5
	Assessment Technologies Institute (ATI)/National Council Licensure Examination- Registered Nurse (NCLEX-RN) Homework 1 & 2
	None

	Week 2
	8/30/26-9/5/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 3 & 4
	None

	Week 3
	9/6/26-9/12/26
	None
	Study for Exam 1
	None

	Week 4
	9/13/26-9/19/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 5
	Exam 1-Taken in class on Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10

	Week 5
	9/20/26-9/26/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 16, 17, 18, and 19
	Patient Case Study Assignment 
	None

	Week 6
	9/27/26-10/3/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 20, 21, 22, and 23
	Patient Care Plan Assignment
	None

	Week 7
	10/4/26-10/10/26
	None
	Study for Exam 2
	None

	Week 8
	10/11/26-10/17/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 24, 25, 26, and 27
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 6
	Exam 2-Taken in class on Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23

	Week 9
	10/18/26-10/24/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 28, 29, 30, and 31
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 7
	None

	Week 10
	10/25/26-10/31/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 32, 33, 34, and 35
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 8
	None

	Week 11
	11/1/26-11/7/26
	None
	Study for Exam 3
	None

	Week 12
	11/8/26-11/14/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 36, 37, 38, and 39
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 9
	Exam 3-Taken in class on Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett Chapters 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35

	Week 13
	11/15/26-11/21/26
	Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett: Chapters 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, and 45
	ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework 10
	None

	Week 14
	11/22/26-11/28/26
	None-Happy Thanksgiving
	None
	None

	Week 15
	11/29/26-12/5/26
	Taylor, Lynn, and Bartlett: Chapters 46 and 47
	Study for Exam 4
	None

	Week 16
	12/6/26-12/12/26
	None-Final Exam Date/Time to be Announced
	None
	Exam 4 (Final Exam)-Taken in class on Taylor, Lynn, & Bartlett chapters 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, and 47



Readings: Students are expected to complete all of the required readings. It is recommended that individuals read the material several times to gain a comprehensive understanding. Students should highlight key points and take notes to refer to when studying. When completing readings and assignments contact the library for academic research support.


ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework: Students are to work on the ATI/NCLEX-RN homework questions independently and submit their answers to Moodle by the required due dates. These assignments are designed to increase students’ understanding of nursing fundamentals and to prepare them for the National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN). Students should be prepared to discuss the thought processes and strategies they used to answer the questions in the next class to receive full credit for homework.
Exams: Four non-cumulative exams will be scheduled in-class throughout the semester. Exams will be administered on the first day of classes during the week they are given (with the exception of weeks with 1 class day) and will focus on material from the textbook, lectures, handouts, class activities, and assignments. Students will have the entire class period to complete the exams. Please refer to the Weekly Course Outline in this syllabus for exam dates and content. Exams will consist of multiple-choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions. Students are to adhere to Mitchell College’s academic honesty policy and nursing department’s policies specified in this syllabus. If you miss an examination, you are required to contact the instructor in advance or the day of the exam in emergency situations. Students missing a scheduled examination will require appropriate documentation verifying the absence. Students may be offered a make-up examination only after the instructor has approved the documentation. Acceptable reasons for missing an examination include: Documented medical absences, sanctioned Mitchell athletic competition, and religious holidays. All other absences will result in a grade of zero for that examination. If deemed appropriate, make-up examinations will be administered at a time determined by the instructor. Athletic practice and non-competition athletic events are not acceptable reasons for missing an examination. 

Patient Case Study Assignment: Students will be presented with a case study involving a hypothetical patient. After reading and analyzing the case, students are to answer a series of questions independently and submit their answers to Moodle by the required due date. This assignment is designed to increase problem-solving ability, further understanding of evidence-based practice, and advance critical thinking skills such as prioritization.

Patient Care Plan Assignment: Students are to work on this assignment independently and submit their answers to Moodle by the required due date. They will be presented with a brief scenario involving a hypothetical patient and a nursing diagnosis. Students are expected to develop outcomes to improve the diagnosis, patient care interventions, detailed actions to achieve interventions, rationales for implementing each intervention, and follow-up actions to assure quality patient care. 

Grading Method: A single final course grade will be computed as a weighted average of the components described below. 

Exam 1                                                            10%
Exam 2                                                            10%
Exam 3                                                            10%
Exam 4                                                            10%
Patient Case Study Assignment                      30%
Patient Care Plan Assignment                        30%
ATI/NCLEX-RN Homework Assignments   10% (10 assignments weighted 1% per assignment)
 ________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                    
                                                                        100%
                                                                          
Note: This syllabus is subject to change at any time as required by the instructor. Nursing syllabi are subject to improvements by nursing faculty as subject specialists. Our goal is that the nursing courses and syllabi remain current with the latest versions of resources and technologies.

		Revised 10/2016
Note:  This syllabus is subject to change at any time as required by the instructor.
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